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The Society marked the end of a project a couple of weeks ago, with the successful delivery of
the statue of Minerva to the Bristol Arts and Innovation Magnet School on Memorial Boulevard.
When the opening of the new school was set for September of 2022, we undertook the
fundraising for the century‐old statue’s restoration. Minerva spent the better part of a year and
a half at the Historical Society, before and after the John Canning & Company completed her
beautiful restoration.
While we are terribly proud to have played our role in Minerva’s restoration and return, her
story is a Bristol‐wide one as well. From the years that Kelly Monahan‐DiNoia watched over
Minerva in her Latin classroom at Bristol Central to the care that Bristol Public Works
demonstrated with the plaster statue, many in the city had a role in her presence at the door as
new students start classes. We at the Historical Society would like to extend our thanks to all the
members, friends, and class reunion groups that donated to fund her restoration. We also would
like to thank the members of the Picturing Bristol Facebook group and to the Reidy Family
Foundation for their donations that went to that cause. It has been evident over the last year
and a half that Minerva holds a special place in the hearts of many in Bristol and we are delighted
that she is back in her rightful spot on the Boulevard.
While the statue of Minerva made the biggest entrance this month, she isn’t the only piece of
history that made its way back to Bristol Arts and Innovation Magnet School recently. A plaque
commemorating Edmund Zbikowski made its way home to school as well. A graduate of New
York University, Zbikowski took a job teaching science at the Bristol Freshman High School and
remained in the Army Reserves. He became so popular that when he was called up to serve in
the 803rd Engineering Battalion, his students circulated a petition to have him exempted. He
discouraged their efforts, feeling that it was his duty to serve. Sadly, he became the first Bristol
casualty of World War II. We at the Society believe that the Zbikowski plaque belongs where it
was intended to be, hanging in his honor in a Bristol school.
It seems appropriate that the same week we were able to bring these two important pieces of
Bristol history back to their permanent homes, we awarded our yearly Volunteer of the Year
Awards to two people instrumental in that mission here at BHS: Lisa Doyle‐Bell and Steve
Cowdell. Lisa wears a variety of hats here, as the person who tends to our remarkable textile
collection to head of Hospitality to genealogist. Steve brings his remarkable expertise (and
fortunately for me, sense of humor) to our Building Committee, where he is instrumental is
helping to preserve the largest artifact in our collection, the 1890 former high school that we
call home. Like Minvera, this building is knit into the story of Bristol. Its long‐term restoration
may take a little longer than Minerva’s, but it is also a city‐wide effort, and we are grateful for
all those of you who support that mission in some way.
Thank you,
Maya Bringe, President
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BHS 2022 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
My favorite place to visit as a child was the New England Carousel Museum.
Now back when I was younger it was just a place with these gorgeous horses
that I could look at and think to myself which one I wanted to take a spin on
the carousel. It is a core memory where me and my friends would have
birthday parties decorating those little foam horses and seeing who could put
the most glitter on them. Yet as time went on I began to realize this place I
loved was filled with more than just these gorgeous horses but they were
actually artifacts that shape the town I live in today.
Many people find it hard to believe that horses have such a huge impact on
our culture and society we live in today, but Bristol is the sole reason we still
have those cultural aspects laying around present for everyone to see and
appreciate.

Thirty years ago a carousel museum in San Francisco was abruptly shut down and those carousel horses were never to
be seen again, until the New England Carousel Museum stepped in and decided to bring those creatures back to life.
To most it may not seem interesting, but these specialists take hundreds of hours to color match and correct the very
loved horses while also sculpting back the broken and mismatched pieces lost in transit. Horses are a staple in Bristol
and all of Connecticut. I can’t begin to count all of the farms near my house and how many live horses I can count on
my drive to school. Having the carousel museum nearby just makes the world a million times better. It goes to show
that we as a community take pride and joy in what our community loves and even though they are not alive, they bring
in a whole new world and a new story each time we go and take a peek. It allows for our younger generation to learn
about the history of an amusement park ride we so dearly love and can find around the corner at Lake Compounce.
Taking a trip to the New England Carousel Museum gives a story to the carousel we ride yearly and lets us appreciate
all of the time and effort spent in creating just one wonderful masterpiece.
The 1880s was a time to be alive with the carousels just starting to take course, these although not as extravagant are
some of the horses that started it all, they may just be brown with a few splotches of color here and there, but they
are what started this whole continuum of carousels. A new horse at the Museum that came from New York was an
1880s restoration, for many that is before their time. Yet this allows for a whole new generation of youngsters to be
allowed to feel the love for this carousel horse and understand the history behind it all. Having this Museum in my
hometown opened my eyes to a world I was not able to live in but I can live through vicariously with this Museum. It
provides love and joy to all, and these artifacts can continue to be loved by so many with the generous help of the
Museum staff. Endless hours and sleepless nights all to keep the history alive and to make sure no child grows up
without knowing about these lovely creations.
Horses were something that peaked my interest as a child and I will never forget the first time I stepped into this
museum and the many times after that, without it I would be clueless of all the love and life these horses had and I
hope that many kids and families after me continue to go and experience the same joy I got from the beautiful museum
that was like home to me.
Victoria Kosciukiewicz

BHS ANNUAL DINNER RECAP
The evening finally happened! It was a warm August evening
and even though the air conditioner chose not to work,
everyone seemed to adjust and had a wonderful time. We dined
on beautiful china with a menu to match supplied by our
caterers John and LeAnne Rusgrove. Entertainment was
provided by our own Lisa Doyle‐Bell and Bob Adamczyk as they
previewed the upcoming Lantern Tour with a short enactment.
Awards were given out and raffle prizes were won. It was a
magical night, full of fun, good food and good friends. “Till next
year.”

2022 BHS VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

2022 Volunteer of the Year, Lisa Doyle‐Bell

2022 Volunteer of the Year, Steve Cowdell

BHS COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Every year the Historical Society presents a Community Service Award to a deserving nonprofit working to make Bristol a better
place. This year’s recipient was the Agape House serving the homeless community and those in need in Bristol. A religious‐based
organization, Agape house take a holistic approach to homelessness, providing material needs for those in need, along with life
skill training, some shelter, and accountability based on personal relationships. Matt Norton accepted the award, presented by
Ellen Zoppo‐Sassu, and spoke of the ongoing need for support in community. If you want to help the Agape House in their
mission, there are several ways to do so, including donations of food, toiletries, materials for the day center and shelter, and
even shopping at the Hand‐to‐Hand Ministry Thrift Shop on North Main Street. More information can be found at the Agape
House Website, https://www.theagapehousebristol.org.

ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS
The Annual Meeting of the Society took place on June 22, 2022, at 6:00pm.
We would like to announce the result of the annual Board elections:
Maya Bringe was elected to serve as president for a second term. Steve Vastola was also elected to serve as First Vice
President for a second term. Don Zurell and Ken Hintz were elected to serve for a second term on the Board of Directors.
Marilyn Simmons and Andrea Kapchensky were elected to the Board as well.
The Governance Committee would like to thank all of those who ran for office and extend their enduring gratitude to Lisa
Doyle‐Bell and Bob Montgomery for their service on the Board. We would also like to thank all of those who voted!

ANNUAL APPEAL
The 2022–2023 Annual Campaign is coming soon and will appear in mailboxes late this fall. Please consider donating this year.
Annual Campaign funds allow us to bring programs and events to the public throughout the year, to add artifacts to our collection
of the city’s history, and to maintain Bristol’s first public high school, which remains the oldest municipal building in the city still
open to the public. With your support, we can continue to preserve the past for current and future residents of Bristol.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INFORMATION
Membership renewal starts June 1st and runs through June 30th. New annual membership takes effect July 1st. If you haven’t
renewed your membership this will be your last newsletter. Membership forms can be downloaded from our website or stop by
BHS either Wednesday or Saturday between 10am and 2pm to fill one out. Please consider renewing your membership. You
won’t want to miss any great programs! We look forward to seeing you soon!

CT OPEN HOUSE DAY
With the endorsement of our President Maya Bringe, and the Program Committee, a special tribute to the late Loretta
Teevan, a BCHS educator and a BHS member, was held on June 11th in conjunction with CT Open House Day. Newspaper
coverage for the event appeared in the Bristol Press and Hartford Courant in addition to a Channel 30 interview,
highlighting the return of Loretta’s student’s essays.
Eager to read what they had written on their essays “I Meet Me” and “In Retrospect” visitors came from 5 states and 3
surrounding towns. Some 150–200 former students, faculty, friends, and relatives visited our building.
Our exhibit cases held memorabilia about Loretta and all the schools in Bristol, past and present. In addition, all exhibit
rooms were open, including the Bristol Sports Hall of Fame and the Memorial Military Museum.
To date we have distributed over half of the 1,000 essays in our possession. If you know of anyone who had Loretta
Teevan as a teacher have them call BHS at 860‐583‐6309 to inquire if we have their paper.
Eleanor Wilson, Program Chair

AUGUST’S 3RD THURSDAY PROGRAM
Another interesting BHS program occurred on Thursday, August 18th. Local wildlife photographers Mike Krampitz and
Eric Larson presented Birding with Mike and Eric. Their spectacular photographs of wild birds through each season of
the year were followed by questions from an enthusiastic audience. A special thank you to BHS member Anne
Gudegast for bringing this program to our attention.
Note: After writing the above I came across a “Builders of Bristol” article that I wrote for the Bristol Press, 9/12/2003
about Frank Bruen. Frank’s chief hobby was bird watching. He was a member of the Hartford Bird Club, a fore runner
of today’s Audubon Clubs. Two of his fellow birdwatchers were Ryan Ford and Elbert Smith. On May 19, 1917, this
trio identified 85 different species of birds in Bristol for the annual spring census. The Bristol Press, January 12, 1905,
published his article written for children on Bristol’s winter birds. For the 1907 “Red Book” in Bristol’s history there is
his chapter on “Rambles among the Bristol Birds” which reveals his extensive knowledge of 144 varieties of avian
fauna.
Eleanor Wilson, Program Chair.

JULY 3RD THURSDAY PROGRAM
Thursday, July 21st was a hot summer sight, but that didn’t deter a large audience at the BHS to come and hear historian
Tom Vaughn. Did you know that Bristol was known as the clock‐making capitol of the world with over 275 businesses
operating from 1800 to 1980?
Tom Vaughn shared his knowledge of two early clockmakers Theodore Terry and Chauncey Jerome, who got into some
bad relations with the circus legend P.T. Barnum that bankrupted Jerome’s clock industry in months. This famous and
shrewd showman’s ventures into the clock industry is a story that many people were not aware of. The evening closed
with the viewing of Tom’s personal collection of original timepieces.
Eleanor Wilson, Program Chair.

LANTERN TOUR
After a two‐year hiatus, the popular West Cemetery Lantern Tour is returning on Friday, September 30 and
Saturday, October 1. The Historical Society is proud to co‐sponsor this event with the Bristol Cemetery
Commission. For those who have not attended in previous years, during this evening guided walk through West
Cemetery, you will be introduced to some notable cemetery “residents” who will share some of their history with
attendees. This is an engaging way to spend an evening and learn a little Bristol history.
Tours will step off at 6:50pm, 7:10pm, 7:30pm, 7:50pm, 8:10pm, and 8:30. Limited space (8 people per tour) is
also available during an earlier tour at 6pm with motorized transport on both days for those who have limited
mobility or prefer a daylight option. If there is significant interest, an additional daylight slot may be added.
Reservations are required and can be made via Sign Up Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4AA9AA2DA7F58‐lantern
or by emailing president@bristolhistoricalsociety.org.

SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER THIRD THURSDAY PROGRAMS
Please join us on Thursday, September 15th at 7pm for the 2nd installment of Tom Dickau’s “Bristol/Forestville, recycled”
program. To quote Tom “this program is meant not only to provide accurate history but to also jog the audience’s
memories about places that used to exist but have been recycled or re‐purposed to their present day.”
October is National Stamp Collecting month and Steve Vastola will continue to follow‐up his discussion on Postal History
of Bristol on Thursday, October 20th.
Sara Larson, Deputy Superintendent of the Bristol Parks, Recreation, Youth & Community Services will present her
program on Page and Rockwell Parks. Assisting her will be Bob Adamczyk and Tom Dickau who will portray Albert
Rockwell and DeWitt Page. Our annual ornament this year depicts both parks and is available for sale for $20.
Our Third Thursday programs are free to BHS members. There is a $5 for non‐members. Doors open at 6:30pm and
parking is available behind the building.
Eleanor Wilson, Program Chair.

2022 Bristol Historical Society Keepsake Ornament Now Available!!
Celebrate Rockwell and Page Parks* with Bristol Historical Society’s 2022 keepsake! This two‐sided pewter medallion
features a vintage scene of Rockwell Park on one side with an image of Page Park pool on the reverse; a brief history of
each park is included.
Generations in our community have fond memories of Bristol’s most popular parks—and even more memories are being
made this summer.
These ornaments can be purchased at Bristol Historical Society (Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10‐2) as well as at all BHS
events.
Also available at the following events (look for our “BHS Table”):
 Bristol Farmer's Market: EVERY Saturday (10:00‐1:00) through October 29.
 Mum Festival Field Day Field Day, September 24‐25: Saturday 12:00‐9:30 & Sunday 12:00‐6:00.
 Beginning in September, City True Value Hardware will again kindly have ornaments for sale at their 750
Farmington Avenue location.
These ornamental keepsakes can also be purchased by contacting Tom Dickau at 860‐582‐1537 or email
tdickau@sbcglobal.net (please add “ornament” in the subject line).
Rekindle fond memories of your youth while supporting the Bristol Historical Society with this annual fundraiser. Why
wait ‘til Christmas? Priced at only $20, it makes a perfect gift any time of the year. Thank you for helping us keep Bristol’s
history alive!

MUM FESTIVAL PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
The Bristol Historical Society is excited to host a photo contest as part of the 2022 Mum Festival, September 24–25. Photos
will be on display for your viewing pleasure at our museum at 98 Summer Street on Saturday and Sunday from 12noon to
6pm. Photo’s judging will be done by a jury of local professional photographers. On Saturday you will also have the
opportunity to vote for your favorite photo for our People’s Choice award. Awards will be presented Sunday at 12 noon.
Rules: 1) Entrant must have taken the photo(s). 2) Print sizes between 4x6 and 8x10, they must be matted but not framed 3)
Entrant self‐selects category 4) Entrant must write name and contact info on back. 5) Photos to be dropped off at the Bristol
Historical Society Museum Saturday 9/17 between 10am and 2pm, Tuesday 9/20 between 5pm and 9pm, Wednesday 9/21
between 10am and 2pm or by appointment. 6) Photos should be picked up Sunday 9/25 between 6pm and 8pm, Wednesday
9/28 or Saturday 10/1 between 10am and 2pm. 7) Color and black and white photos will be judged together.
Divisions and Categories: There are two divisions, Youth (0 to 17) and Adult (18 and up). There are eight categories and all are
related to Bristol: 1) Historic Bristol (new photos of old stuff) 2) Around Bristol (water and landscapes) 3) Bristol Celebrating
(fairs, festivals, parades) 4) The People of Bristol (portraits and candid’s of individuals and groups) 5) Bristol in Motion (action,
sports, people at play, etc.) 6) Bristol’s Flora and Fauna (plants and animals in recognizable Bristol locations) 7) Bristol Business
(people and equipment at work) 8) Miscellaneous Bristol (anything that does not fit in a category listed above)
Awards and Prizes: In each division first and second place ribbons will be awarded in each category. In each category, Best in
Show and People’s Choice will receive $25 gift cards from local businesses. Contact info: For any questions, please call or text
Steve Vastola at 860‐944‐6567 or email him at Activities@BristolHistoricalSociety.org
ENTRANCE FORM
Mum Festival Photo Contest 2022 Name ____________________________ Phone number ______________________
Division (circle one) Youth or Adult Number of Photos ___________________ I promise to follow the rules as described.
__________________________________ If under 18 please have your guardian sign to indicate permission to participate.
Guardian’s signature __________________________________
Brief Description of Photo

Mat Color

Category Number

Categories:
1) Historic Bristol (new photos of old stuff)
2) Around Bristol (water and landscapes)
3) Bristol Celebrating (fairs, festivals, parades)
4) The People of Bristol (portraits and candids of individuals and groups)
5) Bristol in Motion (action, sports, people at play, etc)
6) Bristol’s Flora and Fauna (plants and animals in recognizable Bristol locations)
7) Bristol Business (people and equipment at work)
8)
Miscellaneous Bristol (anything that does not fit in a category listed above)
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CHRISTMAS FAIR UPDATE
The 2022 BHS Holiday Craft Fair will be Saturday December 3rd from 10am to 4pm. This annual event is great way to usher
in the holidays.
There are vendor slots available, but they fill up quickly. If you, a friend, or family member would like to learn more, or
obtain an application, please contact Mary Houle at 860‐582‐7784. As part of the fair, the ever‐popular “White Elephant”
gift boutique and bake sale are also being planned. The gift boutique features gently used Christmas‐themed items.
Donations from members are always appreciated. You can recycle your old Christmas decorations for someone else to enjoy.
Donations may be dropped off at BHS during our open hours on Wed. and Sat. from 10am until 2pm. (At this time, we can’t
accept additional artificial trees due to space constraints.)
Although summer weather is persisting, keep BHS in mind as you’re cleaning out your closets.
Looking forward to another successful Craft Fair.
Mary Houle, Holiday Fair Chair.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
A recent donation to BHS’s library collection is a copy of “My Father’s House” written by former resident Mona Gustafson Affinito.
Her story follows her Swedish father, Carl Arthur Gustafson’s immigration to the U.S. and settling in Forestville. He would later
marry Jennie Anderson and their life story takes you through WWI, the Great Depression, WWII, the 1970s and the economics
of Bristol. Carl was treasurer of the Bristol Brass and later a member of their Board. Reminisce about earlier decades in Bristol
with familiar names and places mentioned.
You can order her book through your favorite bookstore or online at amazon.com/my‐fathers‐house‐mona‐
gustafson/dp/1950743292.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE WISH LIST
We are looking for modern children’s clothing from the 1950’s – 1970’s and a men’s leisure suit and shoes.

MINERVA
Now that the restored Minerva has been placed at the new Magnet school (BAIMS) on August 12th, the Collections
Committee is in the process of creating a binder on Minerva.
Presently we have all the current publicity and a newspaper clipping showing Minerva receiving a bath from members
of the Class of 1955. We also have the pages of the Torch Yearbook of 1957 which was dedicated to Minerva.
Now we are asking for your help: We know that the Class of 1958 presented a play for their Class Night entitled “What
Does a Statue Know” written by Dayle Benson and Barbara Bartles. We would love to have a copy of that play for
inclusion if anyone has a one.
If you have any photos or stories that you are willing to share/and/or donate to be included in this binder it would be
greatly appreciated. Photos can be either original or printouts and stories should be legibly handwritten or typed and
signed.
Items can either be delivered to BHS on Wednesdays or Saturdays between 10am–2 pm or mailed to: Collections
Committee, BHS, PO Box 1393, Bristol, CT 06011‐1393
Eleanor Wilson, Collections Committee

Minerva being wrapped to transport to BAIMS

Minerva in place!

Public works employees ensured Minerva’s safe
return.

THE BRISTOL SPORTS HALL OF FAME NEWS
The BSHOF held a very successful 1960s Bristol High School Sports Reunion on June 1 at the Bristol Historical Society.
Panelists included Greg Ziogas and Mike Giovinazzo representing Bristol Central, Bart Beardsley and Gary Palladino
representing Bristol Eastern, Jack Krampitz representing St. Paul, and Tony Carrier representing St. Anthony’s High School.
In addition, over 50 attendees also contributed many stories about former coaches and players.
The Hall of Fame annual scholarship golf tournament was held at Pequabuck Golf Club on July 25. One hundred and four
golfers teed it up to help raise funds to support the $9,000 in scholarships awarded each year to local high school students.
Thanks to co‐chairmen Don Soucy and John Colapietro, the tournament was very successful again this year.
The Hall of Fame annual induction program will be held on Nov. 18 at the DoubleTree in Bristol. Inductees this year include.
Leon & Gussie Breen, Kim Corbin Varasconi, Mario Marrero, Tracy Pomerenke Regan, Clem Roy, Reinaldo Soto, Chris
Strahowski, and Pete Wininger. Tickets are $50 per person and can be purchased by contacting Pat Parente at 860‐919‐8087
or on our website at bshof.org.
Our new Hall of Fame inductee display board is on display at the Bristol Historical Society.

MEMORIAL MILITARY MUSEUM
The Memorial Military Museum was thrilled to partner with the Bristol Historical Society and participate in the CT Summer
at the Museum program. In a special exhibit with school‐age children in mind, we highlighted the animal heroes of World
War I and Snoopy’s exploits combatting the Red Baron. We wish to express our thanks to the CT Humanities Foundation and
the other entities that provided this opportunity to Connecticut families.

CT Summer at the Museum is made possible through a $15 million investment provided by the CT General
Assembly, with the support of Connecticut Humanities and the Department of Economic and Community Development,
Office of the Arts, which also receives support from the federal ARPA.

Visitors of all ages were introduced to “Animal Heroes of WWI”

An amazing CT dog, Sgt. Stubby, was with
American troops in France where he saved many
lives.

Cher Ami is still honored over 100 years later for
saving the “Lost Battalion.”

